FAMILY   PLATE
an   end.    It   was a pity,   because   Lane   was   a good
American and almost as much at home in New York
as he was in London.    Not only was America 'a con-
nexion by marriage', so to speak, but he had kinsfolk of
his own there, true American citizens, descendants of
those members of the Hobbs family who had migrated
from Marhamchurch in Cornwall a generation or two
before.    They lived at Fond du Lac, in Wisconsin, and
in the year 1911 John Lane paid them a sort of state
visit.    The event caused no inconsiderable sensation in
the district, and an account of it occupied two whole
columns of the leading local paper.    *Mr. John Lane
(thus runs the report), the well-known English publisher,
of The Bodley Head> London and New York, has just
made a visit to Fond du Lac.    Mr. Lane, although he
knows the United States well, was never before west of
Chicago, which he first visited in 1895.     Mr. Lane has
recently discovered some near relations in Fond du Lac
county, namely, Mr. George Hobbs, Mr. Louis Hobbs,
Mr. Bill Hobbs, Miss Philippa Hobbs and Miss Lucy
Jenn, all of Byron.    The elder generation of the Hobbs
family are first cousins of his mother, while Miss Jenn is
his own first cousin.    There has been no meeting between
the English and Wisconsin relatives since   1844,  ten
years before Mr. Lane was born.'
On the Sunday, it is not surprising to learn, John
Lane overhauled the family plate. His curiosity did not
go unrewarded, for he discovered 'the christening spoons
dated 1808 of two members of the Hobbs family, having
also the initials of their godfather. Colonel Wrey Fans,
the father of Hawker's wife*. Lane must have been par-
ticularly gratified to learn that 'the township of Byron
was so named by Mary Bridgeman Hobbs, who was the
belle of the county in the early days of the settlement.
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